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LINCOLNS POCKETS

Artifacts of Assassination

Information about the contents of Abraham Lincoln's pockets on the night of his
assassination

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm012.html

(2 pages)

Watch Fob
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=0

Button
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=1

Pocket Knife
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=2

Handkerchief
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=3

Wallet
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=4
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Confederate $5 Bill
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=5

Glass Lens Cleaner and Buffer
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=6

Glasses Case
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=7

Eyeglasses with Name on Inner Stem
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=8
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When Abraham Lincoln was shot & Ford's
Theatre 1n Washington, D.C. on Apnl 14, 1865,
he was canying two pars of spectacles and a
lens polisher, apocketlmife, awatch fob, a linen
handkerchief and ahrown leather wallet
containing a five-dollar Confederate note and
nine newspaper clippings, including seweral
farorahle to the president and hiz policies Given
to his son Robert Todd upon Lincoln's death,
< these everyday items, which through association
Lincoln realia, 1665 with tragedy had become like relics, were keptin
New York Times, val. %1%, no. 4236 the Lincoln family for more than seventy vears.
(April 15, 1865) They came to the Library in 1937 as part ofthe
Rare Book & Special Collections Division gift from Lincoln's grandd aaghter, May Lincaln
Isham, whose giftincluded several books and
daguerrentypes, a silver inkstand, and Mary

Artifacts of Assassination

¥Emaucipntion is Missouri.

BLAYENT 70 G3L88 7O EXT FLT 4, 160, Todd Lincoln's seed-pear] necklace and
The Miscnri Bists Convention adjonmed yes- z
terduy, after bavisg passed Ahe Folowlng ondl matching bracelets

panco 0 manclpation by o vote of dty-ansayes |

sl thirky-slx naye: |

poRRtEaL TH e R deord chatid o U | It 15 guite unusual for the Library to keep

R 2. TEar mavery ot fuvolantary sorvitods, personal artifacts among its holdings, and they

wxcepl in puxizhment of erime, siall cosse Lo gx- " P

S ST ;;_h,_;;._{!:',r-,,;mg;g were not put on display untl 1976, when then

Mewrspaper clinpings Librarian of Congress Dantel Boorstin thought

-1 - -HE B W -# their exposure would hutnanize a man who had
become "mythologically engulfed. " Butthe
avalability of these artifacts has only pigqued
interest in the Lincoln myth--the contents of
Lincoln's pockets are among the items visitors to

the Library most often ask to see.

The playhill announces the fateful performance
of Cur Americar Cousiz, pat of a collection of

Spectacles Lincolniana donated by Alfred Whital Stern.

Spectacles case .
Reading glasses Cine of the most complete representations of

conspiracy literature as well as newspap er
accounts of the agzassnation like that in the
MNew Yark Times pictured here, was assembled
by Alfred Whital Stern. The most extensive
collection of Lincolniana ever assembled by a
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private individual, Stern's important oift to the
Libratry in 1953 included hoolks, hroadsides,

- paintings, photographs, medals, manuscnpts, and
EHEFITI memorabilia
L.ﬁ.s:_l: !I_CHT
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Ford's Theatre . Friday Evening
April 14 1865 .

"Cr Armearican Cousin
Washington, DC: Polkinhorn & Sons [1865]
Gift of Alfred Whital Stern, 1953
Rare Book & Special Collections Division (51.3)
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